
A	POLITICAL	THEOLOGY	OF	CLIMATE
CHANGE
Much	current	commentary	on	climate	change,	both	secular	and	theological,	focuses	on
the	duties	of	individual	citizens	to	reduce	their	consumption	of	fossil	fuels.	In	A	Political
Theology	 of	 Climate	 Change,	 however,	 Michael	 Northcott	 discusses	 nations	 as	 key
agents	 in	 the	 climate	 crisis.Against	 the	 anti-national	 trend	 of	 contemporary	 political
theology,	 Northcott	 renarrates	 the	 origins	 of	 the	 nations	 in	 the	 divine	 ordering	 of
history.	In	dialogue	with	Giambattista	Vico,	Carl	Schmitt,	Alasdair	MacIntyre,	and	other
writers,	he	argues	that	nations	have	legal...
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Reader's	Opinions
This	 was	 a	 required	 read	 for	my	 religion	 and	 ecology	 graduate	 seminar.	 Northcott	 is	 obviously	 a	 well-
researched	 and	 knowledgeable	 guy.	 But	 the	material	 is	 too	 dense.	 I	was	 expecting	more	 from	his	 final
chapter	where	he	lays	out	his	solutions,	but	even	then,	I	felt	like	it	was	all	too	theoretical	and	not	practical
enough.
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